World Ocean Conference Ministerial/High Level Meeting
Manado, Indonesia, 11-14 May 2009 ;

MANADO OCEAN DECLARATION

(ADOPTED ON 14 MAY 2009, IN MANADO)

We, the Ministers and the Heads of Delegations assembled at the World Ocean
Conference to discuss threats to the ocean, the effects of climate change on the
ocean, and the role of ocean in climate change, held in Manado, Indonesia, on
May 14, 2009,

RECALLING the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), as the instrument that sets out the legal framework within which all
activities in the oceans and seas must be carried out, the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its Kyoto Protoco,
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and the Convention on the
Prevention of Marine Poliution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, 1972,
and its 1996 Protocol, '

RECOGNIZING that oceans and coasts provide valuable resources and
services to support human populations, particularly coastal communities that
depend heavily on them, and that the sustainable use of marine living resources
will enhance global food security and contribute towards poverty reduction for
present and future generations,

EXPRESSING CONCERN over the degradation of the marine environment, in
particular the loss of marine biodiversity, and marine ecosystems continuing to
be threatened. by land-based and sea-based pollution, alien invasive species,
unsustainable use of marine and coastal resources, physical alteration, poor
land-use planning, and socio-economic pressures,

EQUALLY CONCERNED over matine ecosystems and living resources being
affected by sea level nise, increased water temperature, ocean acidification,
changing weathar patterns, and other variations that may result from climate
change, and how these alterations may aggravate the existing pressures of
marine environmental degradation and increase risks to global food security,
economic prosperity, and the well-being of human populations,

NOTING the finding of the Fourth Assessment Reaport of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) that climate change will especially affect
ecosystems,” in particular mangroves, salt marshes, and low-lying coastal
systems; certain regions, including the Arctic, Africa, Small Islands, and Astan
and African megadeltas; and certain people, including the poor, young children,
and the elderly, and reports of the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) that
identified key issues and consequences of climate change for I‘isl'natiesEE
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